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The Commission on Justice in Wales was set up by the Welsh Government and undertook a review of
the justice system in Wales between December 2017 and October 2019. In October 2019 it published
areport setting out a long-term vision for the future of justice in Wales.

Many of the report’s recommendations fall outside the MA’s remit. In particular, the MA is currently
neutral on the long-term proposal of creating a distinct jurisdiction in Wales and cannot comment on
issues regarding the oversight and coordination of justice in Wales.

The MA would welcome liaison with the Welsh government both so that the MA can comment on
proposed legislation (where appropriate) and so that we can ensure that any Welsh-specific
legislation or work in relation to family justice is disseminated among our Welsh members and that
distinct training and support can be provided.

Regarding the recommendations relating to improving access to justice and outcomes, the MA
supports the need for specific justice data for Wales and for improved access to digital court services.
The MA also supports the establishment of problem-solving courts and the full roll-out of Family Drug
and Alcohol Courts in Wales.

The MAalso supportsincreasing the availability of robust alternatives to custody for women and notes
that there is at present an identified lack of these services in Wales. However, the MA does not
advocate a distinct sentencing approach for women in Wales and alternatives to custody should be
universally available across England and Wales rather than tied to any local jurisdiction.
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